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STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 

Twenty-eighth Report — “Demise of the Crown” — Tabling 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [10.06 am]: I am directed to present the twenty-eighth report of 
the Standing Committee on Legislation, “Demise of the Crown”. 

[See paper 3162.] 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Demise of the Crown refers to the end of the reign of one King or Queen 
resulting in the transfer of sovereignty to another King or Queen. Historically, the demise of the Crown had 
consequences including Parliament being dissolved. The inconveniences arising from the effect of the demise of 
the Crown were dealt with in piecemeal fashion by imperial acts, including the 1695 Imperial Act 
7 & 8 William III which provided that Parliament may continue to sit for six months after the demise of the 
Crown but must be prorogued or dissolved within six months of the demise of the Crown. 

The committee was charged with investigating and reporting to the Legislative Council on whether 
Western Australia should adopt demise of the Crown legislation as recommended by the Law Reform 
Commission of Western Australia in its 1994 report “Project No 75: United Kingdom Statutes in Force in 
Western Australia”. This report recommended statutory reform to address certain imperial acts including the 
abovementioned 1695 act. The delay by successive governments in implementing the recommendations of the 
Law Reform Commission was brought to the attention of the house by the Standing Committee on 
Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review in its eighty-eighth report “Succession to the Crown Bill 2014”. 
In short, the committee concludes that while there is an argument that legislation is not required to address any 
legal impact of the demise of the Crown, there remains doubt. 

The committee sought submissions from stakeholders. Nigel Pratt, Clerk of the Legislative Council, 
Anne Twomey, Professor of Constitutional Law, and the Law Society of Western Australia support the 
government enacting demise of the Crown legislation. In July 2015, the Attorney General advised the committee 
that he supports a demise of the Crown bill. The committee is of the view that Western Australia should pass 
a demise of the Crown bill and recommends that the Legislative Council pass a bill in the terms of the bill at 
appendix 5 of this report. The recommended bill, if enacted, will have the effect of making it absolutely certain 
that the Parliament of Western Australia continues in the event of a demise of the Crown and does not need to be 
prorogued or dissolved after such an event. It will make certain what ought to be certain, address the risk that 
relevant imperial laws may apply in this state, and address the risk of litigation and challenges to the courts in the 
event of a demise of the Crown. 

A demise of the Crown has not occurred in 62 years. The committee recommends that the Legislative Council 
pass a demise of the Crown bill as soon as possible, and I commend the report to the house. 
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